
This month’s Frequently Asked
Questions follow up on our last issue’s
FAQ about embedding fonts in PDF
files for print.

Q. If I inadvertently left the fonts
out when I created my PDF, how
come my file not only looked good on
my screen but also printed properly in
my office?

A. There are several possibilities.
Let’s look at how missing fonts are
handled when printing.

When we print a traditional, non-
PDF file, a fixed-width font, usually
Courier, will be substituted for any
missing fonts. 

No Family Resemblance
This stand-in font bears no

resemblance to the correct font, won’t
have enough room to display and
usually looks like a typewriter in a
train wreck. It will be unusable, often
unreadable, but it does have the
advantage of clearly signaling a font
problem.

Q. Didn’t PDF change all that?
A. It certainly did. PDF is designed

to work quite differently. When first
opened, Acrobat looks for any fonts
not embedded in the file itself. If it
finds them on your local computer, it
uses them. 

This means that when you view or
print a PDF on the same computer you
used to create the original document
(as is almost always the case) the proper
fonts will be displayed and printed
whether they are embedded or not. 

Once the PDF file is moved away
from this computer, however, the file
no longer has access to those fonts if
they are not embedded.

Try this: go to the Advanced menu
in Acrobat 6 Pro (or the View menu in
Acrobat 4 or 5) and uncheck “Use
Local Fonts.” Then open the PDF
you’ve created. A font will display
properly only when it is actually
embedded in the file.

Q. Okay, I’ve done this. Everything
looks fine to me. Yet Copresco still
tells me that my PDF is missing fonts.
What do you mean by this?

A. A paradox! It looks okay, but
fonts are missing. Indeed, how can
this be? The answer, as always, is
complicated. We’ll cover this last
possible problem area in next month’s
issue of Overnight Lite.

These questions have been great.
We appreciate your questions and
comments and will continue to
answer them in future FAQs.

Two More APEX Awards 
Copresco’s diversified customer

communications program continues to
receive national recognition with the
announcement of APEX  2004 Awards
for Publication Excellence.

Our practical and user-friendly
website was an Award of Excellence
winner for the sixth consecutive year.
An article written for American
Printer magazine by Copresco
president Steve Johnson on factors
affecting digital paper quality received
an Award of Excellence for education
and training writing.

15 Times in Winner’s Circle
Since 1998 when we began

entering the APEX competition,
Copresco has won 15 Awards of
Excellence, including two Grand
Awards for the website and a Grand
Award for a campaign to determine
customer preferences for digital color
printing systems.

“We are constantly working to
improve and expand our various
publication and web-based programs,”
Steve says. “Significant changes will
be made to our website this year to
provide easier access and navigation
for customers and site visitors.”

A vastly upgraded FTP interface

has already made the uploading of
digital print files as simple and pain-
less as possible, without sacrificing
accuracy or reliability. Watch for
further details in an upcoming
Overnight Lite issue.

Expo 2004 Invitation
Planning a trip to Chicago for the

October 10 - 13 Graph Expo show at
McCormick Place?

Stop by Copresco for a tour of our
industry-leading digital printing shop
and have lunch or a cup of coffee.

We are conveniently located near
Chicago area expressways about 30
miles west of the city.

Just call us for an appointment or
drop us an e-mail note.

(630) 690-2000 • Fax  (630) 690-8182
lite@copresco.com • www.copresco.com

More on fonts...

Embedding Still the Key to PDF Success
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Website Honored
As we mentioned in a recent

“Bet You Didn’t Know” story,
Copresco is famous for digital on-
demand printing of books and
manuals. But we also win prizes for
the development of technically
oriented client websites.

We picked up another APEX
trophy for the Plumbing and
Mechanical Contractors Association
of Northern Illinois. This is the
fourth consecutive Award of
Excellence for the website that
Copresco created and maintains.
The site was honored for its substan-
tial content, easy accessibility and
overall communications excellence. 

There are major improvements
and enhancements planned for the
future to increase the PAMCANI
site’s value to association members
and the general public.

mailto:lite@copresco.com
http://www.copresco.com


Despite what Ralph Nader says, the
best safety device is a rearview mirror
with a cop in it.

✎ ✎ ✎

A class of
skydiving students
was in the plane
about to take 
their first jump.
One rookie piped
up, “What if my
parachute doesn’t
open?” The
instructor replied,
“That is known 
as jumping to a
conclusion.”

✎ ✎ ✎

A physician ran into his patient at the
country club and said, “Say, I noticed
that the check you gave me for your bill
came back.” “I know,” said the patient,
“and so did my arthritis!”

✎ ✎ ✎

A young college student wrote home
to his family: “Dear Mom and Dad, I
haven’t heard from you in nearly a
month. Please send a check so I’ll know
you’re alright.”

✎ ✎ ✎

Three boys are in the schoolyard
bragging about their fathers. The first
boy says, “My dad scribbles a few words
on a piece of paper, calls it a poem, and
they give him $50.” The second boy
says, “That’s nothing. My dad scribbles
a few words on a piece of paper, calls it
a song, and they give him $100.” The
third boy says, “I’ve got you both beat.
My dad scribbles a few words on a piece
of paper, calls it a sermon, and it takes
eight people to collect all the money!”

While visiting a friend who was in the
hospital, Mark noticed several pretty
nurses, each of whom was wearing a
pin that looked like an apple. Mark
asked one nurse what the pin signified.
“Nothing,” she said with a smile. “It’s
just to keep the doctors away.”

✎ ✎ ✎

The child was a typical four-year-old
girl – cute, inquisitive, bright as a new
penny. When she expressed difficulty 
in grasping the concept of marriage, 
her father decided to pull out their
wedding photo album, thinking visual
images would help. One page after
another, he pointed out the bride
arriving at the church, the entrance, 
the wedding ceremony, the recessional,
the reception, etc. “Now do you unders-
tand?” he asked. “I think so,” she said.
“Is that when mommy came to work 
for us?”

✎ ✎ ✎

Gas prices are so high that when I
pulled into the station this morning and
asked for a dollar’s worth, the attendant
dabbed some behind my ears.

✎ ✎ ✎

A college fresh-
man was being
led through the
swamps of
Georgia on a
field trip. “Is 
it true,” she
asked, “that an
alligator won’t
attack you if
you carry a
flashlight?”
“That depends,”

replied the professor, “on how fast you
carry the flashlight.”

On his first visit to
the zoo, a little boy
stared at the caged
stork for a long while.
Then he turned to
his mother and
exclaimed, “Gee,
Mom, he doesn’t
recognize me.”

✎ ✎ ✎

Winking at a girl in the dark is like doing
business without advertising; you know
what you are doing but nobody else does.

✎ ✎ ✎

Kevin the Pessimist said, “Thankful!
What have I got to be thankful for? I can’t
pay any of my bills!” His optimistic
friend responded, “Then, be thankful
you aren’t one of the creditors.”

✎ ✎ ✎

An Ivy League graduate was boasting
about his strength, going on about it for
some time. A gardener overheard and
made him this offer: “Tell you what. I’ll
bet you $25 I can wheel a load in this
wheel-barrow over there to the other
side of the street that you can’t wheel
back.” “You’re on,” said the graduate.
“What’s your load going to be?” “Get
in,” said the gardener.

✎ ✎ ✎

Deep TV thought of the day: If the
professor on Gilligan’s Island can make
a radio out of a coconut, why can’t he
fix a hole in a boat?

✎ ✎ ✎

Sign seen in a veterinarian’s waiting
room: “Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!”

✎ ✎ ✎

262 Commonwealth Drive
Carol Stream, IL 60188

Address Correction Requested

© 2004 Copresco/Copies Overnight, Inc.


