
Copresco continues to receive a wide
range of questions and comments
from our Overnight Lite readers. We
welcome your responses and will
regularly publish items of general
interest in future issues.

Rogue Fonts
Q. I followed with interest your

series about PDF font embedding. I
hadn’t realized that some fonts
weren’t being embedded in my files.
By following your instructions (see
last August, September, October, and
January Lites) I now know I’m
including all typefaces in my PDF files
for print. All, that is, except one font,
which won’t embed no matter what I
do. Can you explain this?

A. Some fonts are actually
prohibited by their creators from
embedding in a PDF. You aren’t doing
anything incorrect; the font has been
deliberately constructed to prevent
PDF embedding.

Some Solutions
The short-term workaround: send

the font file along with the PDF. This
is only a stopgap, though. Many
advanced print applications require
font embedding, so getting your file to
print properly may require extra effort
by Copresco even if you do send us the
problem font.

The long-term solution: Use fonts
that will embed! You may wish to
contact the foundry (the font creator
from whom you purchased the font)
about an updated replacement copy of
the font that is licensed to permit PDF
embedding.

You may not have purchased these
problem fonts individually. For
example, Corel software such as Draw
and WordPerfect used to install vast
numbers of non-embeddable fonts on
its host computer. Even if WordPerfect
was later uninstalled the fonts remain,
usable (but not embeddable) by any

program. Corel does offer replacement
embeddable versions free of charge. 

Another example was Apple, whose
Macintosh system fonts circa OS8
were also unembeddable.

Old Font, New Font
When Acrobat was new, some

founders were concerned that fonts
might be extracted from PDFs, so they
restricted embedding. The PDF format
has become so common that most type
foundries have realized that a font
that won’t embed has very little value.

If a font manufacturer is still
deliberately restricting PDF embed-
ding make a mental note to stop doing
business with them! The problems their
unembeddable type will cause for you
in this PDF-connected 21st century
are simply not worth the headaches.

Good Color Housekeeping
The Pantone Matching System

(PMS) is the universally recognized
standard for specifying and communi-
cating color values in the graphic arts
world. Pantone formulas allow
everyone involved to understand
exactly what color is required simply
by specifying a number, such as PMS
300 blue. After all, Pantone colors
never change…or do they?

Did you know that Pantone
tweaked many of their color formulas
slightly in 2000? This could be a prob-
lem on some color-critical projects.
Here’s a few suggestions for color
housekeeping.

Update Regularly
First, replace any pre-2000 Pantone

formula guides you have lying around.
In fact, any guide more than a few
years old should be discarded and
replaced. The effects of exposure to
light and chemicals on an aging book
create more color problems than the
millennial reformulation did.

Second, remember that all Pantone
formulas aren’t in books. Software
uses Pantone-licensed tables to create
colors. If you are still using Adobe
Illustrator 8 or Quark 4, for example,
your computer is using the old color
formulas to create PMS colors.

There is nothing wrong with these
older software versions per se, but
remember that you aren’t fully
managing your color if you don’t
account for the reformulation factor at
each stage of your workflow.

When you need color digital
printing, call the company that
understands color. Call Copresco.
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If the color article above was gobbledygook to you, visit:
http://www.pantone.com/pantone_v1.asp

This page is for college students, but contains tidbits of font wisdom:
http://www.gradsch.uga.edu/For_Students/Enrolled_Students/FontEmbedding

Looking for adventure? Install the Acrobat 7.0 Pro 30-day tryout:
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobatpro/tryout.html

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobatpro/tryout.html
http://www.gradsch.uga.edu/For_Students/Enrolled_Students/FontEmbedding
http://www.pantone.com/pantone_v1.asp
mailto:lite@copresco.com
http://www.copresco.com


A sign in a
bait shop
reads: “If you
are ice fishing
and your 
car breaks
through the
ice in water
more than 
50 feet deep,
remember to
exhale slowly
as you ascend
to avoid

bursting your lungs. Also, watch for
walleye and, if possible, note their
approximate depth and what they are
feeding on.”

♣  ♣  ♣

When your back goes out more than
you do, you know you are no longer a kid.

♣  ♣  ♣

A lady noticed her husband standing
on the bathroom scale, sucking in his
stomach. Thinking he was trying to
weigh less with this maneuver, she
commented, “I don’t think that’s going
to help.” “Sure it does,” he said. “It’s the
only way I can see the numbers.” 

♣  ♣  ♣

A business professor was lecturing
about different ways to bill customers. 
He asked, “Can you give me an example
of a system where you are billed before
you actually receive your goods?” 
One student piped up, “Tuition!” 

♣  ♣  ♣

When people subscribe to cable for
the Weather Channel, you know they’re
aging. One teen explained it clearly: 
The Weather Channel equals MTV for
old folks.

A grandfather was going by his little
granddaughter’s room one night when
he saw her kneeling beside her bed, with
head bowed and hands folded, repeating
the alphabet. “What are you doing?” he
asked her. She explained, “I’m saying
my prayers, but I couldn’t think of just
what I wanted to say. So I’m just saying
all the letters of the alphabet, and God
can put them together however He thinks
is best.”

♣  ♣  ♣

When Josh arrived at home three
hours before school was out, his mother
asked, “Why are you home so early?”
Josh replied, “I was the only one who
could answer the teacher’s question.”
His mother asked what the question
was, to which Josh responded, “Who
threw the eraser at the principal?”

♣  ♣  ♣

When Larry’s wife had to rush to the
hospital unexpectedly, she asked him to
bring her a few items from home. One
item on her list was “comfortable under-
wear.” Not sure what she considers
comfortable, Larry asked his wife, “How
will I know which ones to pick?” “Hold
them up and imagine them on me,” she
answered. “If you smile, put them back.”

♣  ♣  ♣

A man
entered a local
paper’s pun
contest. He sent
in ten different
puns, in the
hope that at
least one of the
puns would win.
Unfortunately,
no pun in 
ten did.

A gentleman entered a busy florist
shop that displayed a large sign that
read, “Say It With Flowers.” “Wrap 
up one rose,” he told the florist. “Only
one?” the florist asked. “Just one,” 
the customer replied. “I’m a man of 
few words.” 

♣  ♣  ♣

After years of
using the same
perfumes, Kelly
decided to try
something
different and
settled on a 
light, citrusy
fragrance. The
next day she 
was surprised
when it was her
little boy, not 
her husband, who first noticed the
change. As he put his arms around his
mom, the boy declared, “Wow, Mom,
you smell great! Just like Fruit Loops!”

♣  ♣  ♣

A lady went to the hospital to visit a
friend and immediately felt uneasy
about all the technology. A technician
followed her onto the elevator wheeling
a large, intimidating  machine with
tubes and wires and dials all over it.
“Boy, would I hate to be hooked up to
that thing,” she said. “So would I,”
replied the technician. “It’s a floor-
cleaning machine.”

♣  ♣  ♣

A Rule of Chocolate: If you have
melted chocolate all over your hands,
you’re eating it too slowly. 

♣  ♣  ♣
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