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File compression, or archival, is
more often referred to as zipping or
stuffing, names derived from common
compression file formats. 

Copresco’s Tech Topics No.3, File
Compression Utilities, provides details
and enumerates five reasons to com-
press: speed, organization, protection,
security, and storage.

Everything Is Digital
Nearly everything you send to

Copresco to print is in digital format,
and most commonly sent via FTP or
(gulp!) e-mail. For this reason speed
(files send faster), organization (files
stay together) and protection (less
likelihood of file corruption) are of
great value. 

Detailed explanations are found in
Tech Topics No.15, Internet Print Files
Transmission. Here we present the Lite
version of compression do’s and don’ts.

Don’t Go Overboard
• Don’t Encrypt A great security

feature, encryption and password-
protecting are useful tools that don’t
belong with the transmission of print
files. This is even more important
since rival supporters of the .zip
format have toyed with employing
conflicting encryption schemes, so we
might not be able to open your files
even if you give us the password!

• Do Respect Standards The .zip
format has long dominated the
Windows world, as the stuffed (aka .sit)
format has on Mac. These aren’t
necessarily the very best, but they are
universally recognized and usable. The
.alz format, for example, is popular
among college students (natch, it’s
free) but almost unheard of in the
business world.

• Don’t Use Self-Extraction The
self-extracting or executable archive
requires no special software at the
receiving end. If you choose this
option when compressing your files, a

decompression applet will be included
in the resulting .sea or .exe file. 

The receiver need only click on the
file to expand. Great, but this is also
exactly how viruses are installed.
Because of this, many mail servers
block or delete such files outright. This
defeats the purpose of compression,
namely, to make sure files arrive alive.

Compression can be a good idea.
Just remember why you’ve chosen to
compress in the first place. Remember
the above suggestions to avoid prob-
lems rather than creating them.

Stranger Than Fiction?
Last month Overnight Lite ran a

story about little-known adjustments
the Pantone folks made to their
famous Pantone Matching System
(PMS) color formulas. 

We mentioned that PMS is the
universal linga franca for communi-
cating color values in print. Without
the system color matching would be
little more than magic.

Apparently it is magic after all.
Pantone has launched Colorstrology,
“a new system that combines elements
of astrology and numerology to help
people understand the emotional and
influential powers of color,” to quote
their press release. “Pantone has

teamed up with an author, healer, and
psychic to develop the new system.” If
you say so.

No Fooling
We were going to run an April

Fools item, but reality tops anything
we could dream up. Skeptical? Check
out the Colorstrology website.

The Real Future of Print
Many predict the future of print,

but to see the future firsthand attend
the GAMUT Excellence Awards. No,
you won’t find any winning entries
from Copresco. This new award pro-
gram showcases the work of the high-
school, vocational school and college
students who will one day be leading
the industry. Award categories include
Digital Graphics and Imaging, Digital
Publishing and Press Operations.

In the Chicago area? Come out to
College of DuPage on Thursday, May 12
at 5:30pm and lend your support by
viewing the award-winning entries
and meeting the students. Visit the
website or call (630) 942-3014.

Need digital printing right now
instead of in the future? Call Copresco.

(630) 690-2000 • Fax (630) 690-8182
lite@copresco.com • www.copresco.com

The de facto industry standards for compression may be found at:
http://www.winzip.com
http://www.pkware.com

http://www.stuffit.com/mac

If you find color matching to be a cosmic mystery, you might enjoy:
http://www.colorstrology.com

For more information on the Gamut awards, visit:
http://www.cod.edu/gat/gamut.htm
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Trying to moisturize her dry hair, a
woman treated her scalp with olive oil
before washing it. Worried that the oil
might leave an odor, she washed her
hair several times. That night when she
went to bed, she leaned over to her
husband and asked, “Do I smell like
olive oil?” “No,” he said, sniffing her,
then asked, “Do I smell like Popeye?”

❀ ❀ ❀

Sign in a clothing
store: Wonderful
bargains for men
with 16 and 17
necks.

❀ ❀ ❀

After an hour of
“Just a little more
white, two squirts

of blue, a dash of black, perhaps a tad
more white,” the paint-store clerk got
Jane’s gallon to the exact shade she want-
ed. With a sigh of relief, he pounded the
lid on. “Now what do I do if I need more
paint?” Jane asked. “Don’t come back
here,” he begged.

❀ ❀ ❀

Two teenage boys were overheard
discussing the opposite sex. One said,
“If you ever get in a fight with a woman,
plead insanity. They won’t argue with
that.”

❀ ❀ ❀

A little boy went to the store with 
his grandmother and on the way home,
he was looking at the things she had
purchased. He found a package of panty
hose and began to sound out the words
“QUEEN SIZE.” He then turned to his
grandmother and exclaimed, “Look
Granny, you wear the same size as 
our bed!”

Those who say they “sleep like a
baby” haven’t got one.

❀ ❀ ❀

“Look at ME!” boasted the fit old 
man to a group of young people. “Every
morning I do 50 push-ups, 50 sit-ups
and walk two miles. I’m fit as a fiddle!
And you want to know why? I don’t
smoke, I don’t drink, I don’t stay up
late, and I don’t chase after women!” 
He smiled at them, teeth white, eyes
glittering, “And tomorrow, I’m going 
to celebrate my 95th birthday!” “Oh,
really?” drawled one of the young
onlookers, “How?”

❀ ❀ ❀

While on a car trip, the old couple
stopped at a roadside restaurant for
lunch. The
wife forgot 
her glasses on
the table, but
didn’t miss
them until 
they were 
back on the
highway. By
then, they had
to travel quite 
a distance
before they
could find a
place to turn around. The old man
complained all the way back to the
restaurant. They finally arrived, and as
the wife got out of the car to retrieve 
her glasses, her husband said, “While
you’re in there, you may as well get my
hat, too.” 

❀ ❀ ❀

The first sign of maturity is discovering
that the volume knob also turns to the
left.

If only pets could
tell us their biggest
pet peeve, dogs
would probably
say, “They keep
putting the lid
down on the big
water bowl.” And
goldfish would 
say, “Just because 
I have a three-
second memory, they don’t think I’ll
mind eating the same fish flakes.” And
parrots would say, “Tease, tease, tease.
But do those greedy humans ever really
give me a cracker?”  

❀ ❀ ❀

During the first few weeks after quit-
ting smoking, Steve was difficult to live
with. Apologizing to his wife for his short
temper, he commented, “I’ve gone from
‘Happy’ to ‘Grumpy.’ What’s next?”
“Lonely,” she replied.

❀ ❀ ❀

Donna, who was visibly pregnant,
took her 4-year-old with her shopping.
A woman asked the little boy if he was
excited about the new baby. “Yes!” the
child said, “and I know what we are
going to name it, too. I heard Mom tell
Dad that if it’s a girl we’re going to call
her Christina, and if it’s another boy
we’re going to call it Quits!”

❀ ❀ ❀

One summer evening, a three-year-old
came in while his parents were setting
the table for supper. Surprisingly, he
asked if he could help. His mother said,
“No, but I appreciate your asking.” The
child responded, “Well, I appreciate
your saying no.”
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