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Copresco’s production department
continues to field your questions
about the details of making print-
quality PDFs.

Help Is on the Way
If you’re a novice, the following

instructions will show you the easiest,
most painless way to get started.

If you’re an old pro, this will be a
good review of the changes that have
taken place in the everchanging PDF
distilling process.

The most important fact to
remember is that print is only one of
many uses for a PDF. A PDF that is
properly prepared to serve as an e-mail
attachment or a Web posting is not
acceptable for printing.

Acrobatics Required
You must have Adobe Acrobat (not

just Reader) installed on your comput-
er for the following methods to work.

And, you need to adjust your
Acrobat Distiller settings. You can’t
just select print and choose Adobe
PDF and print to file.

There are thousands of settings
that can be specified when creating a
PDF; actually, 1,239,864 possible
combinations, by one count!

Every setting has a purpose.

Not Just for Beginners
Experienced users may be tempted

to skip the following instructions.
Don’t! As PDF becomes easier to
create, it has also become easier to
inadvertently use incorrect settings,
even for those who understand the
use of proper print settings.

The traditional method—the only
way you can work with Acrobat ver-
sions 5 or lower—is a two-step process.

1. File>Print, select a printer such
as “Acrobat Distiller,” check “Print to
File,” then press “Print.”

This creates a PostScript file with a
.ps or .prn extension.

2. Open Adobe Acrobat Distiller.
Using File>Open, select the Post-
Script file you just created. Distiller
then creates your PDF.

One Step
The one-step method uses the

same process, but Distiller works
“behind the scenes.” This is so con-
venient that it’s easy to forget to
double-check your settings.

Ready, Set, Go
So, let’s talk about the settings.
As we previously instructed, choose

File>Print, then select Adobe PDF as
the printer.

DON’T PRESS PRINT YET!
Why not? Because you have no

idea what settings are being applied to
your PDF!

Instead, press the Properties
button in the Print dialog box on
Windows operating systems. If you
see “Adobe PDF Conversion Settings,”
then your computer has a newer
driver that allows the “one-step”
printing process.

For Mac Users
On Macs, click Printer and pull

down the menu that probably says
“Copies & Pages.” Select PDF Options.

Distiller Settings
These settings are actually the

Distiller job options that control every
aspect of the PDF creation process.

We hope you’ll see “Print Quality,”
“High Quality” or “High Quality
Print” displayed as the Adobe PDF
Conversion setting.

If you see “Screen Optimized” or
“Standard,” you’ve found the reason
your PDF files aren’t of print quality.

The options noted are not settings
themselves; they are merely file names
for collections of saved settings.

How do you know which settings
to choose?

Out of the Box
You’re welcome to make your own

settings to meet your various job
requirements.

But, the good news is that Adobe
has already constructed a Job Options
setting that works pretty well for
digital printing.

The Payoff!
If you follow these steps and verify

that you have the proper settings each
time you create a PDF, you’ll have a
top-notch, print-quality job.

A Most Important Point
Don’t forget the final step that is

essential for best quality. Send your
PDF to Copresco!

And stay tuned for more details on
PDF workflow in the May issue of
Overnight Lite.

And, Furthermore...
When you need help with books

and manuals, call the company that
has the technical skills to make all of
your print files look great.

Call Copresco.

More on Acrobat Settings
What’s the difference between

“high quality” and “press quality” or
“print optimized” and “press opti-
mized?” You’ll see both settings when
you follow the instructions in column
two.

Acrobat uses the term “press” for
settings better suited to conventional
offset printing, whereas “print” refers
to digital printing.

Will Acrobat’s “press” settings work
at Copresco? Sure. The disadvantage:
Your PDF file size will be larger than
necessary.
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Statistics: numbers looking for an
argument.

� � �

A dog returning from obedience
school was being questioned by his
owner. “Did you learn how to add and
subtract today?” The dog shook his head
no. “Did you learn to read and write?”
The dog shook his head again. “Did you
learn any foreign languages?” The dog
perked up and replied, “Meow!”

� � �

Consumer Tip #5: When buying a
used car, check the radio’s push buttons.
If they are all set on rock stations, the
transmission is probably shot.

� � �

My brother-in-law has terrible luck.

If he had been a dog on Noah’s Ark, he
would have had both fleas.

� � �

Be careful of the words you say,
Keep them soft and sweet.
You never know from day to day
Which ones you’ll have to eat.

� � �

The local zoo has a troubled owl. It
cries, “Why? Why? Why?”

I’m mad about the level of math literacy,
and I have the solution: 1) More teachers,
and 3) Better textbooks.

� � �

“The drought back home must be
really bad,” said one college boy to his
roommate. “How can you tell?” “I got a
letter from Dad,” he explained, “and the
stamp was fastened on with a paper clip.”

� � �

I used to be respectful of old people until
they started treating me like one of them.

� � �

Two American adventurers met in
the jungles of Tanzania. As they shared
a campfire that evening, one mused,
“The need to travel has always surged
through my veins. I always yearn to see
the unseen. City life nauseates me. The
noise, the filth, the man-made monsters –
they’re not for me. I seek to be united
with nature; the birds, the beasts, the
flora… So tell me – what brings you to
the jungle?” “Creditors,” said the other.

� � �

Cell phones make things more efficient.
Now my kids can monopolize the tele-
phone and the bathroom at the same time.

� � �

“Campbell’s Law:” You can fool all of
the people some of the time and some of
the people all of the time, but you can’t
fool Mom.

“Gallagher’s Law:” People always like
crowds. The bigger the crowd, the more
people show up. Small crowds, hardly
anybody shows up.

� � �

A cemetery raised its burial cost and
blamed it on the cost of living.

“Look at that pig over there,” the
farmer said to his nephew visiting from
the city. “She’s a big one, isn’t she?”

“She oughta be,” the boy replied. “A little
while ago I saw ten little ones blowing
her up.”

� � �
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