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Our frequent Overnight Lite guest
columnist Dr. John Richard Schrock has
strong opinions (backed by lots of hard
evidence) about learning, reading, books,
and print. This month is no exception!

The book was in the library last year
because I checked it out and returned it.

Now that I need to recheck a few
sentences I want to quote—it isn’t there
anymore. It hasn’t been checked out. It
is simply gone  , discarded because it can
be accessed online through some library
service.

Hands On Ease
With the book in hand, I know right

where to turn to locate my quote. In-
stead, I must sit down and bring it up
online—a longer process. If it is in PDF
format, I can print it. Time consuming.
And wasteful, both paper-wise and
energy-wise. 

Nationwide, more of my colleagues
are frustrated with libraries that are dis-
carding books without consulting faculty.

Many libraries have been led by the
pied-piper of tech companies into be-
lieving that everyone will be reading on
laptops, tablets and other handheld
media in the future.

False Prediction
That future when we would aban-

don all books and be reading on digital
media was predicted to be 2015. It did
not happen! 

There was an initial upward curve
in folks switching to reading on elec-
tronic devices. It tapered off and fell
back to barely one-fifth of readers. 

Brick-and-mortar bookstores remain
in business and Amazon orders for
printed books remain solid.

Costly Access
We are paying a huge price to go to

online “open access.” Across time, the
cost of migrating online “publications”

to new software and hardware rapidly
exceeds the maintenance of the book on
the library shelf. The migration rate is
relatively fast. Depending on our age,
we have experienced the short times
electronic hardware lasts, from files on
8-inch floppy discs, to 3-inch floppy
discs, then to CDs, and now flash drives
that will soon be obsolete.

More Changes
Software also changes. If you are

over 30 years old, you probably stored
your first files on an MS-DOS system.
But if you did not move them to newer
formats, they are lost. 

We all know folks with photographs
on their cell phones, but after upgrading
to new phones, found their photos are
gone forever. 

Print Your Photos
Vint Cerf, one of the designers of the

internet protocols, warned about the
rapid obsolescence of digital media. “If
there are photos you really care about,
print them out,” he said. 

Our libraries contain the documents
in print, and are throwing them out for
digital media that are soon obsolete.

Losing Scientific Data
Despite our enthusiasm for “going

digital,” we are actually losing scientific
research that is only “published” on the
internet in so-called “open access.” In
2001, a survey published in the journal
Science found that online URLs (the
addresses of files accessed online) eroded
at a rate of 10% every 15 months, and
this rate continues today.

More research that is supported by
public money and occupies the time and
effort of dedicated researchers, will end
up disappearing. And there is no com-
prehensive internet archive that pre-
serves and migrates up all science
publications.

Print Is The Answer
On the other hand, journals printed 

on acid free paper last 500 years and are 
then easily copied for another 500 
years!

Failure to buy into the digital future 
frustrates futurist publishers. Nothing 
speaks louder than the millions of college 
students who overwhelmingly prefer a 
printed textbook. 

The backlit computer screen is 
slower to read, results in less compre-
hension, accelerates eyestrain, and pro-
motes skimming. 

While K–12 students are forced to 
read digital media by futuristic admin-
istrators, college students are freer to 
make textbook decisions and most chose 
print.

Meets Students’ Needs
They know the paper textbook is 

superior for the faster “deep reading” 
that college learning requires.

Publishers refuse to accept this, 
although their predictions that all 
college textbooks would be digital five 
years ago has proven wrong.

Wrong Assumption
The push to make classrooms and 

libraries all digital is promoted by prop-
aganda sent to both K–12 and higher 
education institutions in the guise of 
free “journals” touting slogans such as 
“you can’t teach tomorrow’s students 
with today’s technology.”

Digital obsolescence is a major con-
tributor to the higher cost and lower 
performance of U.S. education. 

Editor’s Note: At Copresco, we realize 
misguided reliance on digital media is a 
universal problem that is not restricted to 
academia. We know some in the business 
world who suffer from the same plight.
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After years of using the same perfumes,
Kelly decided to try something different
and settled on a light, citrusy fragrance.
The next day she was surprised when it

was her little boy, not her husband, who
first noticed the change. As he put his
arms around his mom, the boy declared,
“Wow, Mom, you smell great! Just like
Fruit Loops!”

� � �

During the first few weeks after
quitting smoking, Steve was difficult to
live with. Apologizing to his wife for his
short temper, he commented, “I’ve gone
from ‘Happy’ to ‘Grumpy.’ What’s next?”
“Lonely,” she replied. 

� � �

Two teenage boys were overheard
discussing the opposite sex. One said,
“If you ever get in a fight with a woman,
plead insanity. They won’t argue with
that.”

What does the Easter Bunny get for
making a basket? Two points just like
everybody! 

� � �

Sign in a clothing store: Wonderful
bargains for men with 16 and 17 necks.

� � �

A grandfather was going by his little
granddaughter’s room one night when
he saw her kneeling beside her bed, with
head bowed and hands folded, repeating
the alphabet. “What are you doing?” he
asked her. She explained, “I’m saying

my prayers, but I couldn’t think of just
what I wanted to say. So, I’m just saying
all the letters of the alphabet, and God
can put them together however He thinks
is best.”

� � �

The first sign of maturity is discover-
ing that the volume knob also turns to
the left.

“I don’t know what to do,” one dog
said to another. “I’m in great physical
shape, but I’m constantly anxious.” “Why
don’t you see a psychiatrist?” the other
asked. “How can I?” responded the first.
“I’m not allowed on the couch.”

� � �

Those who say they “sleep like a baby”
haven’t got one.

� � �

“Look at ME!” boasted the fit old man
to a group of young people. “Every morn-
ing I do 50 push-ups, 50 sit-ups and
walk two miles. I’m fit as a fiddle! And
you want to know why? I don’t smoke, 
I don’t drink, I don’t stay up late, and I
don’t chase after women!” He smiled at
them, teeth white, eyes glittering, “And
tomorrow, I’m going to celebrate my
95th birthday!” “Oh, really?” drawled
one of the young onlookers, “How?”

� � �
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